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Efforts to combat the Emerald Ash Borer beetle in the North Shore area have focused on
Wilmette after arborists confirmed the presense of the pest last week, but Northbrook officials
also are bracing for a fight against the insect, which has laid waste to millions of trees in
neighboring states.

  

In his weekly report to trustees, Northbrook Village Manager John Novinson said it's likely the
infestation will appear here in the near future, based on the fact that it can spread six square
miles a year and that many infestations go for years before being noticed.

  

Northbrook counts 2,989 ash trees on public land and estimates there are five to 10 times more
on private property. Novinson said the village has checked local firewood dealers and found
none selling ash or importing Michigan wood, which has been a major source of the infection's
spread. The village is planning an education and inspection program for residents and may draft
an ordinance which would compel removal of infected ash trees. Current law only mandates
trees afflicted with Dutch Elm be removed.

  

Wilmette arborist Ben Carson's July 7 sighting on the 2000 block of Washington Street has led
to promises by local, state and federal tree experts to marshal their forces to save thousands of
ash trees.

    

Infested trees doomed

    

Though in other states, healthy trees have been cut to slow the spread of the pest, that's not
expected to happen here, said Illinois Department of Agriculture's Mark Cinnamon, the state's
plant regulatory official.

  

He said the only reason he could see healthy trees removed here was if a small number could
be taken out to ensure local eradication. He said policies about what to cut and what to leave
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alone here should be firmed up by Sept. 1.

  

Friday, both U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., and U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, R-10th, held Wilmette press
conferences, promising an injection of federal money to battle the bugs that thus far have no
efficient enemies, animal or chemical.

  

They plan a Friday meeting in Wilmette, with representatives of Michigan, Ohio and Indiana, to
plan strategies to get federal funds for the fight.

  

On Tuesday, area municipal foresters met to compare notes, too.

  

And as early as next week, Cinnamon said, authorities are likely to announce a quarantine
within half a mile of all North Shore trees found to have been infested. Ash trees cut down within
that area will have to be disposed of within its boundaries, and firewood won't be allowed in or
out without special licensing.

  

The state was expected to announce a quarantine of about 51 square miles in and around
Campton Township in Kane County this week, where the beetles first made their Illinois debut a
month ago.
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